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BANK DIVIDENDS
ARGEST IN
GTY'S HISTORY

Checks to Be Mailed by Lo-
cal Financial Institutions
Aggregate $301,767.50.

INCREASE OVER LAST
YEAR AMOUNTS TO $5,490

Record Is Phenomenal, in View
of War and Disjointed Busi-
ness Conditions.

SAY  TIMES ARE  IMPROVING
Leading Bank  Men Express View
That Conditions Are Be-
cominzg Normal.
biv hard-times year, with war in

Lurope, cotton stagnating in the South,

ade conditions disjolnted, o new cur- | I'an-American l:'u]nmlﬂorn Named to
reney gystem being installed and pes- | Connider Varlous Propoanls,
simieEtle cnstomers drawling in Illﬂ'lr'r WASHINGTON, December 24 —Com-
horns 1o what Preshdent Wilsen has | ittees to consider the plans proposed
L destrived. e la "|--'v('lmlnulf'ul.1'-'" various Houth American l““ll!itl’ll.'ﬂ
AL TYT yord’s banking  houses | for mailntsnance u:“ neutrallty by the
manuged o earn and © the -'rﬂpul)l'l-"s of the \'\t-n.lnrn Hemlsphere
dividends tin the city's histors jwere named at to-day's meeting of the
dend cheeks will be mailed carly 1.11;" ‘ial committes  of _tlu.— j.(o\.'t-ruing
January from the various flnancial in- ard of the Pan-American Union,
stitution of this  city eregating Fhe nmbassudor from Brazil and the
£201,767.50, an Inerease over the total | ministers from  Perun and llllmrlnr:m
amonnt of dividends announeed by all | Were appointad o consliler the Peru-
thie anks by Bichmond at thls period | Vian plan: the :IIII}J:\SN\R]UI'. from Chile
Hast venr of §5.490, the it oat that (And the ministers from Uruguay and
perion i Ine been $296.277.050. Divi- | ©uba, that uflt‘hi]n_. and the ambassador
dends announced by industrial and fp- | from Argentine, secretary Bryan and
surance corporations bring the total | the minister from lu_vu;nlur:, that to he
of business profits to be distributed at presented by Argentina. The Peruvian
this time Lo BAHt. 16750, s plan would provide for enlarged neutral
i . £ zones in both the Atlantle and Paclfic,
REGARD R "'.“_‘ b M L owhich would be declared free from all
BANKS As MONST UNIQlL "‘|::-:|\‘ttlu-u of belllgerent warships., The
The prcord made by the banks 18 re- | Chtlean plan proposes that belllgerent
phepbmenal, and doubt 18 veseels In - Ameriean ports bhe  given
by well-lnformad tinancial foply enough conl to take them to the
whether any eity of Richmond's trest port In the adjolning country,
or Larger in this country will be lunless they agree 1o go direet to Eus |
to ke Auder W COmMparative | ropean porte
s A g, uring past year the S L e = TN e
banks have not only faced abnormal
problems, but bove bheen called on In:WIRELESS OPEN FURBUSINESS
pay thelr assessment for stock In the | ——re
Federal rescrve svstem amd their sub- | Secretary Danleln Anked to Open I'p
seriplions to the enormous cotton loan | Saval Statlons,
fund, hoth of which VO prove profi-

tabie investimoents o the cud, bhut which
te gpoa large amount of money for the

tions  to  commercial  business was
DrEseItt, sought by Secretary Danlels to-day in
( !Il.ll\.ui'“"l:" have been apnounesd as | 4oaier v the House Naval Committes, |
hidiih g 2 1 J He submitted a proposal to that effect
BANK DIVIDENDS, for inclusion in the forthcoming wp=
American . Motlonal, enplinl propriation bill Al accompanyling
"-"'“"":_“_’_l BBBELELIyERtvi- e y | rmorandum set forth that handling
"':l':-]:.ul u'r 2 per ecnt ﬁ* 20,000 001 Gy L ejvnte messakes by the government
b [ A (‘mmerce . an | would Increass’ the efficlency of the!
Frusts, capltal  £250,000; |statlond. and ‘tend to prevent erection
weminnnual dividend of 3 352 iwfl purely commerclal stations In the
per i eent. oLt L 7800 00 | e loeality, Twenty-four naval sta-
Hramd Street, capltnl  $204,- L thons now nre open 1o commercial usa
0y seminnonuanl  dividend | under the law of 1912, and the secre-
uf 1 per  cent, puynble ftury sald thers were cighteen others,
Feliruary. | L U0 00 | xclusive of lightships anid special sta-
Hrondway Sotionanl, caplinl tiong, available for this purpose,
EZ00,M0: new  instltutiong S| P e g
pratits devoted to surplus.
tentral Antlonnl, enpltal SANTA VISITS PDLICEMEN
nacentive — -
dividend uf [ Mides Down Avenoe aod Distributes
1 1=2 per cent. ... 4 5250 00 | 85 Gold Pleces.
Churel L, eaplinl 215 3 3 = -
;g third consew i=pecial to The Times-Dispateh.)
semlannual dividend of 2 NEW YOHRK, December 24.—Santa |
per eent. e oo oo ! Ulsus, disgulsed as a fur-clad nassen-
Fidellty Lonn oud Sovings Eer i u motor runabout, whizzed down |
Cos, capltnl 21000005 Hrse pFifth Avenue this inorning, slowing up
seminnnun! dividend of 2 |at every crossing where traffic police- |
per cent 2,000 0o el were hossing things, and 4t peg
First Antlonnl pBank, posts, to h::llll out 5 gold pleces 1o po- |
S2000,000;3 seminn leemen.  There was a chauffeur to run
dendl of 5 per ve 100,000 00 | the car for Santa, so that he had both
Manchester Matlonnl, capltnl i hands free to tish the gold pleces out
RIG0000;  direetors  hnve of # white eanvas bag that appeared to
Satiineied: inld about two quarts. Not only on
Mechnules' anmid Merchants', the avenue, but up amd down the sjiide
eapltal  2L00000;  seml- streets the ear ran to visit cops that
annuenl dividend of 5 per Santa appeared te have particularly in
cent R LAl Vel L S000 0o ' mind. The runabout bore the number
Merchants' Nutlonul, eapiinl &h New York. That Is the number
'l REO0U00; seminnnunl ll:\'ltl- uf o "";' Heensed in the name of Rob-
dend of 10 prr vent. ..., 20,000 00 et Goelet,
Mew les' Snvings, capitnl ———
?;:c.:l.:::o; II]::II.III' dividend uf A uu' REGEIVES SACHED CULLEGE
L [ P e T !
3".:::::":':' ;'l'.ll‘;:lll m::lm NE AL :I'upe Tells (‘nr:!luniu of Hin Eforts to
nanoal Ddihcndlar = ! Render War Lewss Terrilile,
T s § Ao Coe i e 2 o LT oy a5.000 00 ' oM E, December 24.—Pope Henediet
Old Dominion  Trust  Co, | to-duy recelved the members of the Sn-
capltal ®1L,000,000; quarter- ered Collegze in solemn nudience for ex-
Iy dividend of | ner change of Christmns  greetings, the !
o g LR ol e S Rl NSl & =l 15,000 00 | ceremony taking on the pomp of the
Planters' MNatlonul Inank, times of Iope l.co.
caplinl = S300.000;  seminn- The pontiff expressed his regret at
nunl  dividend of 10 per |the absonce of some of the prelates,
.................... S0000 00 | Gyeing to illness, referring  especially
Bank and ‘Fruxt to Cardinals Agllardi and Martinelll,
tanl G006 new e added that his  advices regarding
luntitutlon; protits devoted Cardinal Agllardi  made it apparent
to surplu that his recovery would be speedy,
1t led rust amd Savings The Pope then enumerated the ef-
Co., capltnl S1,000,6005 new forts he had made to render the war |
Institution; proilts devoted less terrible, and sald he would con-
to surplus, tinue to devote all his energles to sup-
Soavingx Innk of Richmond, pression or limitation of the inhuman
eapital  B204000K; seminn- sncrifice of life,
nunl dividend of 5  per ]
(1 UL o s WRRTORIE S L s i 10,000 00
e | BOTH DIVORCE SUITS OFF
enpltal N0 nnnunl
diviidend of 4 per cent. ... LG00 00 | Al Reemn anid Wife Mcet While Doing
Tnlon Hank of Richmond, Chriatman Shoppling,
> 1 210,750; semin
:1l:|':||l‘"tllfhlt'lul 'uf il per NEW YORK, _December 4.—Al
L PR e W e 10,777 5o |Iteeves, theatrieal man, and his wife,
Virginla Trust Co. capital | Mrs. Almede Reeves, ench sulng ‘thc
21,000,000; xeminnnunl divi- other for divoeree, while out buying
dend of 2 per vent. ... ... 20,000 G0 (T:hrii‘“""‘“l'”-";“l"ll’- ‘;'“3' by accldent to-
‘ent 13nd Bnnk, cnpitnl $25,- any. Noa Lrooliliyy store,
“:;u[tul :n-mlunn‘unli m\'i:oml "Oh, A" exclalmed Mrs. Reeves,
of § per vent........... s 750 00 'II‘hT she remembered and turned her
HICH,
Total bank dividends. .. .%301,707 50 “You needn't turn  awny,”  sald

l,\ilil'.‘i'l'!ll\l CORMFORATIONS,
Vieginia Itnllw nmdd 'ower
Company, preferred stock
of $7,550,000; seminnount
dividend of 3 per cent on
preferred stock, (Dividends
on common stock paid in
April and October).......8236,400 00
Virginia-Caroline  Chemienl
Company, enpltnl £
000,000, dividewdl deferredl.
Virginia Flre and Marine
Insurance Company, cnpl-
tnl  F250,0007 seminnnund
dividemil of § per cent. ...

15,000 00

Total dividendu declared,  8552,107 50

ONLY ONE BANK REDUCES

I's RA'TE OF DIVIDEND
With the exception of the Flrst Na-

tional, which cut Its semiannual divi-

dend from 6 per cent to 56 per cent,

Lhere has been no reduction In the ratio

of payment by any tank, On the otaer

hand the Fide'ity Toan and Savings
(Continuad” on FIf{h Page.)

LAMAR POSTPONES ACTION

Juntice Not Reandy to Declde Latest
Phase of Frank Cuase,

WASIHINGTON, D mber 24.-—Jus-
tice Lamar, of the Supreme Court, to-
diy postponed untll  after Christmas
action on an appeal In the ense of Leo
M. Frank, under death sentence for the
murder of Mary I'hagan, the [nctory
girl of Atlanta, Ga.

During the day, Louls Marshall, of
New York, made application to the jus-
tice for an appenl from the
of Judge Newman, of the Geergla Fed-
ernl Court, denying Frank's petitlon for
relense on a habeas corpus writ, Thae

attorney argued for an hour that the

llx-ln] court, which found Frank gullty, |

haed lost jurisdletion over him by per-
| mittthee o mob ntmosphere to prevall in
i the courtroom, und by allowing o ver-
dict to he returned durlng the
[lm--r‘u absence from the court, Justice
notified Mr. Marsholl that he
withhold deelsion on the appli-

| Lamar
would

jentlon untll Saturday at least, and pos- |

FEIbly untl Monday,

i Mast of the polns
!fn-sh in the
\ fore Thanksgiving he denled an appli-
catlon for a wrlt of error to review the
action of the Georgin Supreme Court in
refusing to set aside the verdlet, The
Justice held in that proceeding that the
Stite of Georgln had exclusive power
over procedure of Stite courts, The at-
| tempt to-day was to establish that the
lease now could be considered on it
merits.

in the case are

e

PLANNING NEUTRALITY

WASHINGTON, December 2f.—Au-
thority for opening all naval radio sta-

Reeves, "1 was just buying you a din-
mond.*”

They hurried out together and had
dinner—the first good meal In  two
months, Recves sald over the table.

Everything was forgiven and both di-
vorce sults ake off,

LEAVES FOR THE FRONT

Princess  Patricin’s  Reglment  Soon
Will e on DBaitle Line,
LLONDON, December 24.—Princess

atricia’s reglment, a part of the Cana-
dian contingent, which has ns its hon-
orary colonel the daughter of the Goy-

the front. It will be followed soon hy
the Secottish reglmentas of Canadn's
army, whieh, after training on Salisbury
Plnin, are congldered fif to ‘take thelr
place with the soldlers of Great Drit-
aln

The rest of the 30,000 Canadian sol-
diers are reaching’' the concluding
stagos of thelr training, and it Is ex-
pected the full contingent bhefore many
wecks will be on the Continent,

declslon |

prig- |

Justice's mind, as just be- |

ernor-General of Canada, has left for!

COMMUNTY TREE |
" CLADDENS 10,000

Immense Crowd Packs Ford Loti
Approaches to Watch Im-
posing Spectacle. '

'BRAVES WIND

CHILLING

School Choir of 1,000 and Folk-
' Dancing Exhibit Win Ap-
| plause of Celebrants.

Ten theusand anti HE

Lig amd little children braved o
northwaest

Hien wWaormnen
Litinge !
underfoot -

part as spectia-

wind and an
| ing Iast night to take
ttors and performers In the ceremonial
| that  surrounded  the  dedleatlon of
| Richmond's second community Christ-

ey

mas tree—a glant spruce that towered
| high In the city's very heart to :l:-‘R"!“l|
the triumph of peace In o world un-

| naturally riven by war, x
A troublous day in a troublous time

tdetracted nothing from  its magnifi- |
Ceee, A veternn of the forest when |
the rude axeman laid It low in order
that it might be ressurrected and live |
agnin foir o multitude, it stood  un- |
| bending and uphumbled in its forclgn
settingg, wilness to the ablding love
| that Christ taught but  which  Kings

trampled underfoot.
FIVE-IFOINTED STAR OVER
MONAHCH EVERGIRIEEN
In the history of the city there was

]

never such a Christmas  tree, Its
brother of last yewr—the first of the
community tree dynasty—will alwavs
be remembered as the founder of the
froyal Hoe, but it lacked the stature
jand regal bearing of its prouder ul"lA]
| spring. !

| At the very tip of the monarch ever-

| BEreen—ftifty feet from the ground—
hung poised a five-polnted stir, fash-
jloned of steel and studded with tiny
electrie lighta—a man-made  Sitar  of
Bethlehem that drew the gaze of the
thousiands that packed the open space

arocund the Ford Hotel lot, even as the

'®tar in the long ago drew the gaze of
I three wise men and led them to n low-
Iy heme in Judea.

It was fitting that Hichmond should
! have reared a second jree when other
opulent  eitles this yvear, pleading a
diminished treasury  and  untoward
ecconvmic  condltions, abandoned the

P CEremony entalling an expenditure

its

thaut might better be diverted to other|
channels, Richmond has herself lloll
been tmmune from the effects of the

{ widespread industrial depression that|
| has followed the upheaval on the other|
L 8ide of the Atlantle. Only last week
the city fathers took 31250400 from the
city's slender purse to give work w
willing, but idle, hands.
RICHMONI'S SPPIRIT OF GIVING !
MADE OF ENDURING STL FF |
Itut Richmond hag herself known the |
( sound of shrapnel and the blight of the

vandal toreh. Half.a century ago was
| forged the spirit of community con-
! sctousness which has  set apart the|
city on the James as the home aof men
ranid women who love their city. their
firesides and  their pguests, It was
Christmastide and the season to give. |
The months have been lean months, |
and many dividends have been passed,

all the more reason that the city should |
rear another Christmas tree to show |
to the world that In Richmond the spirit!
of giving is made of enduring stuff.
And so, Inst nighty, on the 1urfod:

] Broml Strect lot upon which some day |
will stand a mighty municipal struc- |
ture, there sprang Into  Hght, after!

| weeks of preparatlon, a fairy tree hung |
from foot to tip with festoons of gold |
and gilver—graceful half-heart festoons |
studded with red, blue, white, vellow
{aml purple electrie lghts, From the
tipg of the branches all around shone
In  fantnstie  profusion  the frosty
baubles of Yuletide. Over it, in a clear
white halo of ts own, burned brightly
the artiticed Star of Bethlehem.

SCHOOL CHILDREN SING

HYMNS OF CHRISTMAS |

'romptly upon the stroke of 6 there
broke from a choir of more than 1,000
school children, seated in the lmpro-

vised grandstand, the stirring anthem,
Come

All Ye Faithful” ealling in
ed song upon the jovful and
t to come to Bethlehem and |
behold Him horn the King of Angels. |

Hardly had the sound. of the opening |
| verse died away when Ghief Inspector
J. L. Speights, of the Electrie Depart-
'ment, pulled a hidden ‘itch and the
| Community Christmas Tree, up to that
moment In darkness, sprang into life.
For two minutes the tree and attendant
star glowed in a thousand lights, while
the thousands that pressed against the
roped barrier gasped and shouted their
yndmiration, Then It beeame suddenly
dark agailn. The’ school choir sang a
| stanzn from “"Hark! The Hernld Angels

Sing.,"” and again the Invisible electrie
soul gave the star-crowned Christmas
tres life,

Around the tree stood a detachment
Inmn the Richmond Howitzérs  Keep-
Ing  pguard over ground sacred to
' the spirit of giving., On the Brond
land  Eleventh  Sireet  sides  of the
| big gquadrangle were ranged details
from the Richmond Light In-

fantry Blues and the First
Vi nia Velunteers, heavily
against the cold and guns
shoulders, to bar from the
closure the most orderly
that Richmond has seen
IMMENSE THRONG
WITNESSIES
All’of Eleventh Street, between the
ity Hall block and the Ford Hotel
lot, was closed to Ilraflle and roped off
for Lthe ingress and egress of the 2,000
school children, Boy Scouls, soltliers |
and policemen who had a share in the!
spectacle, A cordon  of blue-coats
guarded the rope barriers, and a squaid
inl' oy Scouts, armed with Impnalng;
|si:\fl'.‘<. dld sentinel duty in the lnncr!
|

tegiment,
wrapped
an  thelr
Inner in-
large crowd
in years,

CERIEMONY

Inelosure

There  followed
Christmas earols,
In darkness during the singing, and
lighting up agaln during the inter-
missions.  Professor Walter . Mereer,
| musical dirgctor of the Richmond pub-

other
the

hymns
tree remaining

1“(' schools, wielded Lhe baton, and
| Kessniel's Band supplicd the musie.

I The blg additional: feature of this
| year's celebration was an exhibition
| of folk dancing under the direction of
I)Ilus M. V. Ramos, of the municipal
playeground forces, The dancers, a

| pleked company of thirty or more glrls,
ranging in age from elght to elghteen
| years, performed In costume on a large

platform immadiately to the south of
the tree,
DANCE POPULAR FOLK

7l

DANCE OF BELGIUM

The firat dancing number was the
Oxford ‘Minuet, a graceful dance of
glow movement, which the crowd re-

I Buggestions of Christmas

| Turkey

I rrent

HOPE QUICKENED
FOR EARLY PEACE

Rumored That Negotiations Are
Far Along Between Ger-
many and Russia.

STORY G

Washington Displays Almost
Feverish Interest in Diplo-
matic Struggle.

Y JOHN TEMPLE
WASHINGTON,

GIRRAVE
December —The
Eve and the
song in the alr of “'ence on earth, good
will to mdn,” the "eapltal city
to-day with universal aspiration
toward pence Furope. The notable
story of the rtures far advanced
e tween ul Germany, with the
plivusibde reasons given for it and the
apparently reputible . foundation  on
which it rests, has quickened the hope

s,

pulses
the
in

and interest of leading people in Wash- |

Ington to an almost feverish eagerness.
Here is o symposium of luterviews with
some of the great dinlomats, publlcists

and  world-thinkers  who remaln  in
Washington for the holidays:
NEPFORT X FULL OF
DEEP SIGNIFICANCE
When requesterd o express his
viev a8 to the report that o tentative
e negotiation Is now progressing
between Germany and Russia, Hannls
Taylor, the great inwyver, said that
the sumnmary of Interests and motlves

appanded to Lhe report is full of deep

slgnificance. “No one who stuilies tha |
diplomacy of Europe ean doubt,” Mr |
Taylor said, “that Russia holds the
key to the situation: that the success |
or fallure of the allles is largely in|
her hands.  The two greatest factors |

IVEN PLAUSIBILITY!

1
i

In the problem are the millions of sol- |

diers that Russla can push agalnst the
eastern frontie of Germany and Aus-
tria and the sea power of Great Britain
In the west, which, despite a few un-
important reverses, commands and su-
pervises to-day the ocean traffic of the
worlid, © Ever sinee, Great DBritain and
France hottled Russia up by the treaty

o1 1856 that closed the Crimean War,
undertaken Ly the two powers first
named  to  preserve the balance of
power In Hastern Europe, and, inci-

dentally, to vest in the European con-
cert the protection of the Christlan
peoples  subjeet to Turkey's assured
power exerclsed to that time by Russia
alones, the Slavic colossus has
waiting for an opportunity to
out his plans for the dismemberment
of Turkey and the capture of Con-
stantinople.

“The two great humiliations to which
Russia was subjected in 1856 conslsted
of the foreed surrender of her protec-
torate over the castern Christians, and
of the abrogation of her right to keep
war vessels in the Rlack Sea and to
malntain naval arsennls on its coasts,
When the first opportunity  came _ in
1570, Russia gave notice that It was
Impossible for her longer to be bound
elther by the objectionable articles of
the treaty of 1856, or by the convention
of the siralts, really o part of it.  In
the conference held at London In Jan-
uary, 15871, Russia galned all that she
then demanded. Articles 11, 13 and 14
of the treaty of Paris were annulled,
and in that way Jtussia regained her
full sovercignty over the Black SHea

been

and its coasts, subject to the right of |

the Sultan to invite Into the straits at
any moment asuch powers as may "he
wlilling to join with him in order Yo

check any naval aggression Russla may

make. DBut In 1870 Russia thus gained
less than half o loaf. The question
now is, will her position at the pres-

ent enable her to gain the other half,
Germany, as the virtual governor of
¥, occuples a diplomuatie position
first importance, and that advan-
has been somewhat Inereased by

Britain's finnl and inevitable act
in completing  her  soverelgnty  over
Egvpt,

DESPERATE DIPLOMATIC
STRUGGLE

“In view of these conditlons, it is
hard to doubt that a desperite diplo-
matic struggle is now going on behind
the curtain between Germany and
Great Britain® for the finnl possession
of the influence of Russin, Her stiates-
men, who are not as a rule sentimental,
cannot for a moment forget that it is
their duty to open up warm wnater
ports as soon a8 possible for more than
160,000,000 people, who have been most
unjustly execluded from them. In my
humble opinion, the solution of that
question Is the one that will stand in
the foreground when the time for a
settlement comes, Russia's final al-
legiance will belong to the power or
powers that can do most to realize
the one dream upon which her future
Iargely depends.  Untll that questlon
is settled there cnn hardly be a re-
establishment of the peace of Ku-
rope, ro matter what Germany might
do to Induce Turkey to concede
Russia in the Black Sea and in
strabts, 17 the sen power of Great
Britain, backed up by that of Italy In
the Mediterranean, as It surely would
be, was hostlle, any concession that
Germany and Turkey might make to
Russia might bring her but little re-
lief."”

Oscar  Underwood, the Demoeratie
House leader, soon to be a Senator,
and representntive statesman, said:

“There is no greater hlessing that
could come to our people in the com-
Ing year than universal peace through-
out the world,

"There is no wish for the future, the

of the
tage

fulfilment of which would bring more
Joy and prosperlty to our land, than
that the contending forces on battle-

felds of Furope may find o way to rec-
onclle their differences and  emd  the
strife of to-duy by compacts for peace
Lo morraw,

“It looks as if the armies contend-
ing In the gield were deadlocked, ana
that L6 continue the struggle  would
only mean a tremendous  sacrifice  of
life and destruction of property. It
musi be that the powers that have di-
tected the fight so far will realize this
ere long aml conclude to settle their
differences by arbitmtion, rather than
continue the bloody strife,

“1 have an ablding hope and falth be-
fore the new year runs to an end, that

tha world may sSce In fact that there
is peace on earth and good will to
menr."

CLARK SEES NO HOPR
FOR PFACE IN NEAR FUTURE
Champ Clark, Speaker of the House,
salid: “When the great transatlantic
war was bhegun, T did not believe that
It would lnsat three weeks, [ did not hae-
llave that little Servin could very long
resist the assaults of n great emplre
ke that of Austria. Of course, at that
time 1 had no idea that it was n world

celved with prolonged applouse, Af- conflagration, but after more than four
(Conllnued on Second Page.) (Continued on IPIfth Page.)
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JOFFRE IS TESTING
GERMAN DEFENSE.
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Gen.lbn}ﬂndenbu{:y
| Field Marshal von Hindenburg, whose strategic ability in moving the |
(German troops against the Russinus, and whose

o2, Jiaff Offrcer:s

more recent achievement

in Poland has shown him to be one of the foremost and ablest of German

in Poland.

{commanding officers, Is seen with stafl officers in front of his headguarters

He is standing with his hands in his overe
his 1ight is General von Lindendorft, described as the “hero of Liege."
{the left is the first *‘aide' of the chief of stafl, Ober Lieutenant Hoff-f

oat pockets. On

On

{man, who represented the German  general 'staff with the Russian chief

| command during the Russo-Iapanese War.

|
UANDER WAY |

| and nenr St

{village a counterattack
| this was done in. spite of a

tAlsne, In Champagne,

SUCCESSES OF FRENCH
OF MINOR IMPORTANCE

Officinl Statement. Records
Slight Progress on Various
- 'arts of Line,

Paris

RESISTANCE 15

Some Gains Are Made by Sapping | Teuton Columns,

Operations, but Siege Warfare in
Northern France and Belgium Is
Moving Slowly.

PARIS, December 24.—The French of-
ficial statement given out this after-

noon recltes a serics of French sue-

jeesses of apparently minor Importance

from the sea on the north to the fron-
tier of

Alsace on the south. The lo-
cations  where French . troops have
gained the advantage are given as
along the Lys, in the rezion of the

near Merthes, In
the Argonne, in tne forest of Apremont
Die.
Fog prevented fighting near Arras
and Verdun, and there hns been. artll-
lery fighting southenst of Amiens, near
Ville-Sur-Tourbe and in the forest of
Apremont. 3
PROGRIZSS IS MADE

BY SAPPING OPERATIONS
the sen to the Lys we made
progress by sapping operations In the
dunes, and we repulsed an attnck In
front of Lombaertzyde. At Zwartelen,

“From

| to the southenst of Yprés, we occupied
to |
Lthe |

A group of houses, and we drove back

as far as the southern part of this
on the enemy;
very splr-
ited fire from the German artillery,

“The Helgian army pushed forward
certaln  detnchments along  the right
hank of the Yser, to the south of Dix-
mude, and organized n defensive worle
protecting the hend of a bridge,

"In  the reglon of Arras, the fog
still made all operations Imposgsible,

“To the east and (o the southenst
of Amilens, especially In the suburbs of
Lassigny, there have been artillery ox-
changes, . 3

“In  the reglon of the ‘Alane the
Zouaves durlng alliday yesterday. held
bacek brilliantly a-number of  attpcks:
they remained masters, at a polnt near
the road of I'nisleine, of the German
trenches occupled by us December 21,
STRENGTIEN POSITIONS ST

TAKEN IN CHAMIPAGNE
“In Champagne we strengthened, the

CAPTURE OF LODZ TURNS

DESPERATE  VON

position taken by us In our advaner
on the night before in the region of
Craonne and RRhelms,

“In the vielnity of Perthes all the
counterattneks of the enemy on the |
positions congquercd by us December
21 were successfully repulsed. . To the

northwest of l'('.‘ill!l-lr{'fi-”lll“ll.‘l wa
aecupled German trenches for o dis-
tance of 400 yards, and -we drove back

a counterattack. The  (lermans en-
deavored to tnke the offensive in the
direetion of Ville-Yur-Tourhe, but our
artillery dlapersed them,

“In the forest of Apremont our ar- |
tillery  demollshed and  cauaed the

enemy to evacuate several trenches,
the Woevra distriet the French
lery reduced certain German
to sllence,

“In the reglon of Ban de Sapt, to Lthe
northeast of St. Die, our Infantry ad-

In
artil-
hatteries

vanced with o rush and astablished
itrelf on the territory thus galned
"There la nothing to report from

upper Alsace,"

TIDE IN GERMANS’ FAVOR

Around That City Had Raged Bit-
terest Struggle of War on
Eastern Front.

HINDENBURG

emd of Ialy, was torpedoed by an
in ¥ 1.0 Aunstrinn  submnarine. It i stated
Form of Huge thnt the domage was slight, and

Pitchfork, Are Driven Resistlessly that no men were injured.

Into Russian Forces—Soldiers of s

Czar Regardless of Death. | Although aceountsx vary ahout the
nresent millinry status ln Polaod, jt
. TN - in evident the seene of heaviest
LODZ,  RUSSIAN POLAND, Monday, fighting has shifted southward from
December 21 (by automobile courler to Sochacrew, on the DBzura River,
Posen, Prussia, December 23: London, || thirty milex from Warsaw, toward
Doecember 24).— 7 e which the Germnans for scvernl
l BLag H The eapture of Lodz, iinys directed their prinecipnl eWorts.
according to a declaration made to-day Anstro-Germnn forces, operating
by General von Hindenburg, German from the Cracow hase, attempting
communder, to a correspondent of the!| to puth northward tnto Poland, nre

]
Associated 'ress, was the turning polnt

af the campaign in PPoland. Rtussian
lines Iin Northern Poland rested on that
city, for the possession of which
occeurred the most, bitter struggle
the entlre war on this front,
Ilussl:ln‘s. following

realstance on

there
ot
After the
ohstinnte
part, were forced
town, a gencernl Rus-
sinn retirement in the direction of War-
saw beeame necessnry,

The Associnted 1'ress correspondent
to-day visited some of the battleflelda
In the vielnity of Lodz, and galned an

Iden of the nature of the operations
which led to the clty's capture,

IN FORM OF PITCHFORK

i most
thelr

to evacuate the

COLUMNS ARE DRIVEN |

According
of the
might

to the genaral
Austro-Gierman
have been

allgnmeant
forees, they
expected to mdvanee
from the west. Howoever, the attack
was made largely from the north and
nocthwaest. They drove their eolumns
Into the Russians in the form of a huge
pitechfork, with nnother Iarge force be-
tween the tines.

At looked for a time as if the Itus-
sinns  would Lo forced to retrent—if
retreal were possible in the fac of

the glgantle enveloping movements in
the direction of thelr Warsaw basge,

The intention was to drive the Huys-
siang Into the arms of large Austro-
Germnn forces massed to cut off, thelr
retreat, but the timely nrrival of Rus-
sian  reserves from Warsaw resulteqd
in the breaking of the easternmost
tine of the fork, relleving the situation
for the Russians,

In one of the operations around Lodz
occurred the colebrated “cutting oft” of
two German army corps which, after
heing entirely surroumided, cut thelr
wany out and brought with them 12,000
of their would-be eaptors. The
of that explolt, which 1 member of the
general staff characterized as one of
the most brillinnt of the war, wus
Strykow, ten mlles northeast of Lodz,

About the same distance west of Loz |

Is  the little churchyard of eschiel,
where the Russlans, in one of the final
phases of the strugele for Lodz, showea
that, In splte of thelr defents and dis-
courngements, ‘they knew how to flehe
nnid  dle.  This churchyard Hes on a
small eminenee which formed a sallent
into the German lines.

The Germnns were able to attack
from threo sides with Infantry and ar-
tillery. All Russian trenches were en-
filatded by shrapnel from one directlon
or another, but the Russians clung to
thelr positiona obstinately. When the
Germans Mnally captured the trenches
878 Russinn corpaes wore found in n
space about  elghty yards square, It

(Continued on Second Page.)
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-0

IS VICTOR |

scene |

SEEKS WEAKEST
SPOT FOR ATTACK
BY ALLIED ARMS

Fighting Sways Back and
Forth, With Little Ad-
vantage to Either Side.

INVADERS ON OFFENSIVE
AT MANY POINTS IN LINE

Fighting in Poland Is Terrific,
and Troops Clash With

| s Bayonet.

|

FRENCH CRUISER TORPEDOED
Russian Reports Claim Continued

Successes for Czar's Men on
Galicinn Fields.

|| Fighting Is Intense in
Both East and West

Ol-‘l-‘lt.'l;\l. statements revenl the
Intense nature of the flighting
eant nnid west, but indiente that,
with the pusnible exéeption of Enxt
Prunssia, there hasx bheen no signlfi-
eant change in the alignment of the
opposing forces.

The German sintement telis
fight for possession of a trench In
Fronee svhich wasx won hy the
Frenvh, reeaptured hy the Germans
and  finnlly abandooed. So  fleree
wns the struggle that ihe trench
wnan nlmonst leveled by artillery fire.

of n

No important movements are re-
ported In the Germaun communlen-
tlon.

The French statement, while ns-
nerting smnll gnius hnve been mnilde
here namd there, mentiony German
attacky’ at o many points that {t
is apparent the allles have not bheen
permitted solely to take the offen-
#lve Into thelr own honeds. Such
gsroumd ns they have svon relently
Is not to be held without hard fight-
Ing.

Fightlng in  Poland hax hecome
mont Mevere, nnd, nt polnts svent of
Warsnw the Inwue In helng fought
out with bayonets. ‘The (lerlin War
Ofice mtates the Russian advance In
East I'russin has bheen eheclied, nand
that the Rumslons at Mlawa, In Po-
Innd, near the Prusslan border, have
heen defented.

A French nrmored ernlser In the
Stralt of Otranto, near the southern

meetlng with  determined IRussian
resistance,
A semioflicinl statemient  from

Petrograd nuseris Hussinn suceesses
fn Galicin continue, and that in the
Carpathinns  the Austrinus  have
been thrown back. Another sortie
by the gorrison at Preacmysl, which
has long bheen nnder Hossdan attnek,
in anldl tn have resalted disastrous-
1¥ for the Austricns.

Now that the French government
hns returned to Paris, o venture-
some German  aeronaut hay  nt-
tempted to prove the eapltal is not
yet ovut of the waor zone by fylnge
over ift. He was hronght down by
@ French aperoplane, however, nine-
(een miles trom Paris.

LONDON, December 24.—Chilstmas

Five finds lttle change In underground
warfare in the west, where (enernl
Joffre  still appears to be cautiously

| feeling for an openlng In the strongly
Jintrenched German line
fand Beglum,

1 In the east n supreme German effort
 continues

to be made before Warsaw,
Pwhere the Gormg centre and the Hus-
 slans, secking to cheek it, sway back
land forth along the banks of the riv-
| ers, barring the way to the Polish
| enpital.
! The Russiansg claim successes in the
Intest encounters, Lnt during the last
(ten days the Germans have advaneed

appreciably, and It I8 sald they now are
Lringing up thelr forty-two-centimoetrs
| Funs preparatory to siege operations,
| In Galieln the Austro-tGiermnan forees
geem to have mide no further progress,

and In the north the Russians are re-
ported to have pushed the invaderas
further back into Iast Prussia,

German tacties in the mareh toward:
Warsnw, milltary observers In London
L point out, nre heginning to have soma
(eof the characteristies of the rush to-
| wards Calals and Dunkirk, which tho
(allles stemmed, thousands belng saeri-
ficed, and others belng hurled forward
to fill the gaps with the same prodi-
gality that was shown by the Ger-
mans in Flanders.

Military experts here
niree on the number of the
L German troaps In the cast,
tvarying from 1,000,000 1o 1,500,000, but
It I8 pointed out that Russin, unless
exaggerating her resources, should bo
nble easily to top this figure now that
her concentration of forces is nearing
completion.

I"etrogrand has never conceded that the
cecupation of Lodz by the Germans had
any satrateglec lmportance, but the Gor-
man view has now found expression
from Fleld Marshal von Hindenburg,
who remarked to the representative of

are unable to
Austro-

estimaten

s
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